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- Spaadal qaadr.l.pnrtj.te ministselal meting called 9u5 this evoning
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circulatdon of text which had orerged from telecon Iresident

failed to maah agresmont on common approach to negobiations,
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Tha MAT0 Counsil approves the proposal acomﬂng to which diplomatie
sontacts with the Soviet Unfon would be mdertalton to purewe the aine

/28/

aidch the YWast 45 fllowlng to prescm Bhe peace of the werld, The Coineil

fopas that these contects my serve to detem vhetber a basis might be
found for magotiations, | . _
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i1 response to query from Secrc tary ae to whether French now accepied

| iﬂea i hat Anbassadordal, G:roup wuld agree on ling to He advaneed through
thene
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1:hesa diplomatie contasts, Couve said this vas not part of agreemont as

he und.rstood it. Ha furthep axpladmd that oontactauauld not be egiabe
“dsbed in comwn, This had nob buen epproved. French stood whers they were
in Septanber 11!:911 first diplomatic contacts made by Searetary,

o quarisd whathar, 4f text adopted by NATO as part its wmnxiqun,
would ail Fom sub: cmi‘be to it, I, aatmmd Prennh diplomatic move would not
be wuled out if this wore thousht o be a good thing. Couve agreed but ine
dieated Freneh could say in advanco thoy were mot going to male any diplo=
mtie mwve. In rosponzs to dem:e‘lm'y‘a Quostion a3 to how guery in NAC

- a8 to vhe would tmdertalne diplomatic omxt.ncts could ba answored, Couve

respondsd that 1t would be bottar 1 Anerfoans said ve would then A€ French
gaid we would not, That would Batisi'y everybody. Secretary indiested it
did not &atisfy ug vnlegs there wera quadrd artite participation in cone
faots, that 1s, to provide basis agreed position of Four Westorn Powcre,
dore s8eld he acsumed Fowr would all continus prepara mtariala t0e
aothar for indivionel who would :msim-take diplomatic eoubacts. Oauvo Col=

mentad that linisters elways oome back to qistinctian between diplomatic

sonfacts by all or by one or the other, Homobaervcd thatii‘ﬂ_qontacu: |
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vare to 9 by one @ tho oﬂmitmsm_mwmmtmtmﬁm
ks agreod between Four. Cowe 544 that this would amount to diplomatie
contaats in common,

In »espones to Sacrotery's query as to whether irance would vote for op
azdinst taxt in 10 tonm-row, Couve sald they would vote for, Tiis reant
caly that there vors going to be dirlomatic contasts aim of uhian would bo
2 ascertain whother theve wore any bsis for negotiations, Secrotary said
guesticn arose whather person mﬂertaldng diplomatic contacts would bo am-ing
o1 basis of sgreed FourePover position ar mediating betucsn losoms and Paris,
Couva r’awnted that this was mot vay to put question, Difficuities w1l be
in ioscod, Home said his difficulty was that if Four wanted suppowt in NATO
thers had o be som cormitrent, bub thers w:s np French conradltrent to
partiodpate ar oven to prepare position. l*e.x son undm*tak.m" axplmtiona in

§ sﬂmem mast have agreed position oo sertain thﬂngs such as question of cone

tacts with GOR. Seoretary asiod w}'ra-'tmr if we _5&? we willundertalte diplos
matde cortasts, but only on basis cf rmiﬁmm prepared in & mbassadorigl
Group, would French contims to paz-mciuate in A rdmssadorinl. Group, Conve
Baid wonld conbinve to wrticipate, b it would be a diﬂ'erent, matier if
it were said that contacks were md wﬁalmn-qn behalf of all Gavammnta.
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